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to writ i
e something that sucks in the first place?

Because ot i g
herwise, you'll most likely be crippled by a writer’s biggest

enemy: perfectionism.
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eventually a few success.

G0 Analogue

Grab your favorite pen and notebook and just start scribbling. Don’t

like to write by hand? Have horrible handwriting? Suck it up and try |téﬂ§ﬁ"j
Putting ink on paper, even if it's literally scrawling “this is going to \
suck” over and over, will get your brain in writing mode faster than
anything else. WAY faster than staring at a blank screen with your

fingers on your keyboard and the entire internet just a click away.

If you've already written this idea off as stupid, hear me out. Writing an

analogue first draft is awesome because:

e It’s just you and your words. . .
an’t edit anything, not even to fix spelling mistakes.
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o You can't delete anything (you know, other than by scribbling

over it).
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Write SOmething stupid

You can't open your browser
Wlklpedia, check email, etc,

No i - ¥
Settings to adjust, ang no formatting towedf-g;fbai%&,bl

and scrol| through tumbilr, peruse

You don't K
ave t i i
i O worry about battery life or losing your file if you
save it e
: . very ten seconds. Or a post-apocalyptic event
estroying the cloud—the horror!
You can dri i i i
. drink coffee without a lid. Spill some on your page? No
worries, it just adds character.
* The flow of ink across paper provides a tangible, tactile sensation
that connects you with your words and makes you feel like you're

building something with your hands, not just your mind.

Are you sold yet? | know you might be thinking, “Come on, this 20186,
and technology has evolved to give us far superior writing tools than a
pen and paper.” | say bah humbug, newer doesn’t always mean better.
Besides, | love my fountain pens. Just try it long enough to actually

finish a (short) first draft before you disregard it completely.

Create a Distraction-Free
Writing Environment
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e Try writing withoUt music or background noise. It might seem weird

at first if you're not used to it, but it's one less thing to think about,
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Make a Mess

Don’t worr
S ;
y about creating a neat, perfectly formatted
even worry about keepi i
. €ping your draft all in one notebook or one file on
ur com ifei i
: puter. Life is hectic for most people, and trying to write a
eautif i i [
ul and organized first draft is counter-productive. Embrace the

cha i i
os and write anytime, anywhere you get a chance by whatever

means you have available.

Don’t let not having access to your notebook, computer, favorite pen,
cloud account, etc. become an excuse not to write.{f-arropportunity

presentstsel—There are plenty of chances to write throughout the day
if you don’t sabotage yourself from taking them. You can organizeitall
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Don’t Look Back
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to change anything until you've finished the first draft!
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Write j :
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Use Placeholders
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overwriting; finding the perfect metaphor, picking good names, etc.
That just slows you down. If you can’t think of the right word or need to

fact check something later, leave a blank spot or use some special
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The fi
Irst draft of your story is a secret diary b
o : y between your eyes and
I . allowed to suck—it’s Supposed to suck—and no one
else needs it. Initi
to know about it. Initial creativity belongs to the voice inside
your head : i
- alone. It's loud enough without having to consider the voices
and opini
Pinions of anyone else. There's a time and place to get feedback

but while writing a first draft is definitely not one of those times.

Write Every Day

First drafts don’t write themselves. You can know all these tricks, but
they won’t do you any good if you don't put in the time and effort to
actually write. Be consistent and hold yourself accountable, and
consider finding a writing buddy or accountability partner to check in
with on a regular basis. Use a word count tracker or a “don’t break the

“calendar}@to keep track of your progress and help you visualize

chain
es and failures. It might take a while to form the habit, but

your success
ent basis is the only real way to make progress and

writing on a consist

Don't Stop Writing Until You
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Now yo
U can mo
Ve on to the next steps of the writing proc
esSs.

Cut Yourself Some Slack

Don't h
B
- e b ifferent possibilities. Go in any

you want, try killing that one character and see what happens
or let your character do something stupid just for kicks and giggles. |
You don’t know what might work until you try, and you won't know what

will fail miserably until after the fact. Reserve all judgement until the

first draft is complete.

Find a writing process that works for you and use it, but don't hold

yourself to it. It will change as you grow and improve. Allow yourself to

be creative, make mistakes, try new things, learn,&aﬂr}gstumble upon
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the creative genius inside you. You will sh nuggets of gold, but most

write in a first draft will be &é’ﬁwﬂw Accept that fact and
just keep writing, that first

rst draft before you

what you

write it anyway Don’t stop telling yourself to
drafts exist t0 suck, and that you must finish the fi

the story into something fully brilliant.
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re a starting P
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. which to finish

Story. Remember that your first draft doesn’t have to
look anything like what YOu want the finished story to look like. You

can’t paint walls before you build 3 foundation. Work from the ground
Up, and think of your first draft as the construction site of your story. Of
Course it's going to be 3 mess until it's finished and you clean
everything up! Embrace this and develop a realistic expectation for
yourself.

Then just write.




